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Case Statement

The economic security and well being of our country depends on a well-educated workforce. This is true today more than ever in our country’s history and the Ys are stepping up to the plate to play a major role in ensuring that every student and family has the opportunity to continue their education beyond high school.
Ys have a rich history in providing educational services that have enriched the lives of many through higher education opportunities. From the 1800’s, the Y has addressed the educational needs of students and families through the establishment of literacy programs, reading rooms, and libraries.  The Y developed night schools, vocational schools, high schools, junior colleges, law schools, and colleges that continue to operate today.
The U.S. is no longer #1 in the world’s higher education ranking. With the national call to increase the number of higher education degree holders in our country, the Y is continuing and expanding its programs to answer the call to action.
Current initiatives include providing higher education planning and preparation for academic, financial, and social success to those members of the community who do not have college-going histories or are in low-income areas or are of racial/ethnic minority populations.  In order to accomplish these lofty goals, Ys in the community need support and resources to provide college planning tools, financial aid resources, and training that will strengthen the effort. 
Therefore, after researching the needs within our specific region and looking inward at our own college readiness program…Black and Latino Achievers, the YMCA of Greater Cincinnati recognized it must focus its specific efforts on an urgent local community concern... Hispanic/Latino education. Nearly nine-in-ten (89%) Latino young adults ages 16 to 25 say that a college education is important for success in life, yet only about half that number-48%-say that they themselves plan to get a college degree, according to a new national survey of 2,012 Latinos ages 16 and older by the Pew Hispanic Center conducted from Aug. 5 to Sept. 16, 2009. In the state of Ohio 1 and 4 students graduate from high school.  For the Black and Latino male it is 2 out of 4 students that graduate from high school.
 It was agreed upon to seek out local community interest in this effort.  After an overwhelming response it was determined that the creation of a Hispanic/Latino College Access Task Force was definitely needed.  Based on the YMCA of Greater Cincinnati’s experience with expanding its college readiness program within the Hispanic/Latino Community in 2009, we recognized the need for a group of community leaders, nonprofit organizations, and educational institutions to examine the barriers to post secondary education in three (3) areas; academics, financial, and social success. We will focus on parents and students in middle school (7-8) and high school (9-12) in Cincinnati, OH (Withrow International High School, Academy of Multilingual Immersion Studies, Academy of World Languages, Norwood, Cartage) and Northern KY (Boone and Kenton counties).
We cannot wait until the need is so great that it cannot be met. Thank you for working with us in this partnership that together we will answer the call to action and help put the United States back to #1 in the world’s higher education ranking. 

