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Since 1996, Sponsor-A-Scholar Milwaukee has offered a creative solution to educational barriers found in the inner city by offering academic, personal, and financial support to urban high school students who dream of attending and completing college. The Sponsor-A-Scholar program links promising, motivated students from low-income families with long-term personal mentors, financial sponsors, and community resources to provide the support critical for success.

Sponsor-A-Scholar gets Results:
Sponsor-A-Scholar has been acclaimed as a successful model for improving academic achievement for Milwaukee’s young people. Sponsor-A-Scholar is proud of these results:
· 99% high school graduation rate (68% MPS high school graduation rate in 2009)

· 95% post-secondary enrollment rate for grads (includes military service)

· 117 post-secondary graduates (96 BA/BS, 9 AA, 12 technical certificates)

· 40 have gone on for graduate studies, with 15 attaining a graduate degree
Current Enrollment:

· 170 college students living their dreams with continuous support from Sponsor-A-Scholar

· 245 dedicated high school scholars on the path to graduation

The Secrets of Success:

Scholars join the “Family”
Each class of sixty-five scholars that joins the Sponsor-A-Scholar family forms a supportive peer group that travels together from freshman year to high school graduation. The scholars are supported by their class coordinator, a YMCA staff member who manages the class’s program activities and forms relationships with each scholar. Graduates of Sponsor-A-Scholar often find ways to give back to the “family” that changed their lives by serving as tutors, mentors, and guest speakers at events. 

Mentors offer guidance, support, and opportunities

Each student is matched with a mentor recruited from the community and from sponsoring organizations. Mentors serve as role models, friends, and links to community resources and opportunities. They provide the individual attention and support necessary to ensure that scholars successfully complete high school and are well prepared to enter college. 

Sponsors provide for college expense incentives
The scholars are each matched with a sponsor – an individual, company, or organization that provides funds for the scholar’s $5000 college expense incentive. This incentive is disbursed incrementally over the scholars’ college careers. The Greater Milwaukee Foundation maintains the resources for these incentives in a field of interest fund. 

Enrichment opportunities foster academic and personal growth

Sponsor-A-Scholar and its community collaborators offer the students numerous opportunities to enhance their college preparations, including: college visits, tutoring, ACT prep classes, college selection and financial aid advice, career exploration, and assistance with résumé preparation. 

It Takes a Village:

Sponsor-A-Scholar is able to offer hope for Milwaukee’s future through support from the Greater Milwaukee Foundation, The Burke Foundation, United Way of Greater Milwaukee, The Business Journal, Wells Fargo Community Support, Associated Bank, other local companies, and individual donors dedicated to changing lives. 

