College Goal Sunday

 Planning Grant Checklist for States
Resources that will be helpful for completing the planning grant:  College Access Marketing Toolkit; FAQ – Technical Assistance; Identification of Sites; Logos; Partners and Funders; Planning Grant Application; Planning Grant Budget and Report Form; Sponsorship Guidelines; Establishing a Task Force; Task List Template.
Have you included:

Task Force:
Members that represent the financial aid community, College Goal Sunday targeted population,



potential funders/business community, PR , supporting community organizations, etc?



What committees have been formed within the task force, i.e., PR, outreach strategies, 



volunteer recruitment, financial aid expertise, site logistics, future funders, etc?

Partners:
Do you have adequate financial aid expertise?  Have you included other key higher education organizations such as TRIO, GEAR UP, high school guidance, adult education, etc?
Sites:

How may sites will your state offer the first year?  In what areas will they be offered?  What



are the best locations, i.e. high schools, college campuses, community centers, churches?

PR:
Do you know what tasks your outreach strategies working group will do and what is needed for PR? If you do hire a PR firm, do you know that RFP process at your agency? Do you know what

kinds of skills you are looking for in a firm?  Does the firm understand social marketing principles?
Funders:
Does the state have funders that will be approached?  Are any representatives of these 



organizations/businesses included on the task force?  Will these organizations/businesses be 


receiving information on College Goal Sunday through PR/marketing efforts?

Budget:
Does the actual budget form match the narrative?  Is there adequate money for task force 



meetings, supplies and materials for introducing College Goal Sunday? Have you identified and 


received commitments for in-kind support? Have you made provisions for expansion?

Expansion:
Do you have a plan for expanding sites for years two and three?  Have you identified needs to 


accommodate the expansion?
Program

Grant:
Have you identified who will be responsible for completing the Implementation grant due on August 1?



Do you have an evaluation system for the planning grant phase, which will help in developing 


the program/implementation grant?

