Fact Sheet:  College Goal Sunday

What:  College Goal SundaySM is a volunteer, charitable effort to assist low-income families and those who have no college-going tradition, the target population for College Goal Sunday.  Specifically, College Goal Sunday helps these families complete the universal application the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) required to qualify for college financial aid nationwide. 
Who:  College Goal Sunday states develop a task force of mission-related partners such as the financial aid community, TRiO, GEAR UP (Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs), NCAN (National College Access Network), Adult Education and other organizations that assist the target population in education beyond high school attainment. 

The event is offered free-of-charge to students and families who need financial aid and assistance completing the financial aid paperwork.  On College Goal Sunday, financial aid experts along with other partners, staff sites throughout the state..  Students and families attend those sites to receive the help of these experts in completing the Free Application for Federal Student Assistance (FAFSA).

When:  Traditionally, the assistance service has been offered in the afternoon of a Sunday in January or February (financial aid season) to prepare the forms for the state deadlines that hit as early as February 15.

Promotion:  In the weeks leading up to College Goal Sunday, an extensive public information campaign informs the targeted students and families about the availability of the assistance provided on College Goal Sunday.  They are also reminded of the importance of a college education and the availability of financial aid to help them afford that education. Through research and focus groups, each state program determines the best message and form of delivery to reach the target population. Student and parent advisory groups are established to advise the task force on strategies and messaging that will have the greatest impact on attendance.
Where:  College Goal Sunday is made available to conveniently located community sites in the targeted areas of the state.  Generally, the sites are provided free-of-charge by school systems, colleges and universities, public library branches, churches or community centers with appropriate facilities for any assistance service.

History: The initiative began in Indiana in 1989, when it became evident that the target population was not aware that millions of dollars in financial aid were available and that they needed assistance to complete the required application form.  The annual public service event is sponsored by the Indiana Student Financial Aid Administrators (ISFAA), in cooperation with the Indiana Career and Postsecondary Advancement Center (ICPAC) and the State Student Assistance Commission of Indiana (SSACI).  Local co-funders of the Indiana event are Lilly Endowment Inc. and Lumina Foundation for Education, two private foundations with a particular interest in higher education.  The program expanded in Arizona in 1997; a similar effort began in Kansas in 1999, and as of 2007 a total of 34 states will offer College Goal Sunday.

More information: College Goal Sunday is funded by Lumina Foundation for Education and managed by the YMCA of the USA. The national College Goal Sunday Web site can be found at www.CollegeGoalSundayUSA.org, which provides information to visitors on all state programs, support to College Goal Sunday states and guidance to states that may wish to provide a program. Marcia Weston, Director of College Goal Sunday Operations can be reached at the Y at (336) 617-0535 or by email at marcia.weston@ymca.net.  
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