1-2-3 Countdown to College Goal Sunday 

Tip of the Month for November
Regardless of who you voted for, congratulations is due to the new president-elect Barack Obama. November is a month dedicated to giving thanks.  Marcia and I are especially thankful for each one of you, our College Goal Sunday volunteers.  We are thankful for the opportunity to vote in such a historical election, that has been consuming many of us over the past months.  Immediately following such a memorable election, we should all be preparing to hold our elected officials accountable to the change(s) they promised to make in education.  From council members, board of education appointees, and state representatives to the president of the United States, it is up to all of us to make change happen.  
THIS MONTH'S TOPIC | Fundraising
#1 Do your research
Every site should possess a copy of their state and local grant-making directories, sports team foundation dept and local chamber of commerce list.  To start, you can review some national websites that house this information online.  You will also want to check your major chain affiliates like Walmart, Target, Gas Stations, Best Buy and Grocery stores.  In fact, at the recent National Scholarship Providers Association (NSPA) conference, a representative from the Walmart Foundation approached us at our session and encouraged states to apply for a statewide or local grant as CGS is a program which Walmart is looking to support. In addition to the College Goal Sunday Fundraising Toolkit available online at www.collegegoalsundayusa.org that highlights several pages of resources, sample letters, and relationships building tips, listed below are a few websites for you to review.
· National Network of Grantmaking
· www.givingforum.org/
· Council on foundationswww.cof.org 
For more information see the Fundraising Tips presentation available online presented by Michael Thomas, Director of Partners Plus, at this year’s pre-conference, it can be downloaded at: http://www.collegegoalsundayusa.org/support/bestpracticesforum.asp
#2 Develop a strategy
Even in the current state of the economy, there are still opportunities to raise support for your College Goal Sunday events.  However, convincing foundations, businesses and schools to invest resources in our youth requires a strategy.  It is a strong recommendation to use the S.M.A.R.T. goals plan.  
· Specific – what do you want from the supporter - scholarships, supplies, transportation, translation services, computers, ipods, bags, t-shirts, etc.  Whatever it is that you need, make sure it is clearly laid out in any proposal, conversation or request.

· Measureable – create a plan to assure the supporter that they will receive data proving it was a good investment.  Keep it simple – number of families attending, number of FAFSA’s completed, and of course, you all receive a copy of the data by target population reached.
· Attainable – By setting your goals to match your team’s capacity, you will be in a better position to achieve success and keep the morale high.  Keep in mind, this is a team effort – recruit volunteers to serve on the fundraising work group for your site and for your state.
· ​Realistic- Be realistic! It may be much more work, but it is likelier that you get 10 banks to offer to give you a $500 scholarship, than for one bank to support you with a donation of $5000
· Timely- First, determine when you need the support. Develop a timeline by working backwards from this goal.  Raising funds is an ongoing project of longevity, it involves lots of relationship building.  Note, however, that many funding decisions are determined by pre-existing grant deadlines.
#3 Be creative
For the past few years, Montana has raffled off a car for a lucky College Goal Sunday attendee.  In the beginning, the car was donated by a local car dealership who supported the program.  Since the decline of sales, the dealership can no longer afford to donate a vehicle.  Well, that didn’t stop Montana!  Montana sells raffle tickets to raise the funds to purchase a car.  For more information on this initiative, contact Montana College Goal Sunday state coordinator Rhonda Safford at RSafford@safmt.org.
Upcoming Events:

November 14th  – Webinar: Site Coordinator Training

December – Webinar: FAFSA Training

January – Webinar: FAFSA Training

February – CGS Launches into its 20th Year of Events
March – Evaluations Due for many states
April – Webinar: Budget and Reporting Forms Review

May – Conference: CGS Forum 

