1-2-3 Countdown to College Goal Sunday 

Tip of the Month for January
Happy New Year!  You only have one month to go for College Goal Sunday, but for a few of you, it will happen in just a few weeks.  Please use this time to finalize your site plans, training, and orientation, develop a weather contingency plan and reinforce your message to influencers and students.  Below you will find some tips to do just that. 
THIS MONTH'S TOPIC | Preparation
Note: Evaluations must be completed by every site coordinator, volunteer and participants.  Site coordinator and volunteer surveys are now online.
#1 Reinforcement
With only one month to go, use these last few weeks to reinforce your message.  Send reminders to counselors, student ambassadors, parent groups, employers in the area, teachers, places of worship and other influencers. In fact, you may want to send final reminders through social media sites, cell phones, and update your website to include some final information.  Stay informed and offer assistance where needed.  
In addition to providing expert financial aid advice, College Goal Sunday is about meeting the needs of low-income, first generation families.  Try to offer informational guides, brochures and presentations as well as follow-up information about next steps, borrowing, loans, scholarships, grants and other financial aid resources.   Be prepared to include financial aid information at the sites for special populations: non-U.S. citizens, foster youth, homeless youth, ethnic minorities, major-related information.  Visit our website at www.collegegoalsundayusa.org for helpful resources:  website links, tip sheets and FAFSA Line-by-Line presentation.
#2 Get Acquainted
College Goal Sunday hosts over 9,000 volunteers annually at College Goal Sunday events and many are returning volunteers.  However, there are a significant number of new volunteers at many sites that still need orientation, FAFSA training and guidance on making the event a success.  For starters, get to know the local site staff: IT support, janitors, greeters, security, counselors, student groups, bus drivers and any student groups.  Organize an orientation before the event for everyone to get acquainted and understand their role.  This will ensure that everyone works well together, identify any last minute changes that need to happen and make for a more comfortable experience. 
#3 Don’t Forget Plan B
For many states, College Goal Sunday events are held during the coldest, unbearable weather times of the year.  For this reason, it is imperative that as a volunteer, you develop or know how to execute your site’s weather contingency plan.  In fact, if you are not aware of what happens at your site if weather doesn’t permit proper attendance, you will need to ask or create your own!  Most states or sites will offer a 1-800 number, phone number or text alert to every volunteer or participant registered for the event.  This will allow you to stay informed if questions arise on the day of the event. It also helps if your state’s website stays updated, included information about site cancellations.  Other alternatives include radio announcements and volunteers on standby to make phone calls, contact local news media or staff phone lines.  Information about a contingency plan is available on the College Goal Sunday national website at www.collegegoalsundayusa.org
