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Phone Lines are muted. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ƘƻƭŘΦ 
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{ǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅΧ 

Maine Association of 
Student Financial 

Aid Administrators  



Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭΧ 

o  Review of the federal aid application process 

 

o Outline any changes anticipated for the coming year 

 

o Review the FAFSA questions 
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Explaining the Application Steps 
 for Federal Aid 

o Gathering income and asset documentation 

o Completing the Worksheet to prepare 

o Filing the FAFSA on the Web (FOTW) 

o Using IRS Data Retrieval Tool 

o Signing the FAFSA ς the PIN Process 
 

 



!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧ 

o Reviewing the results 

o Making corrections as needed 

o Verification changes 

o Submitting other documents requested by 
each college or university 

 



 

How Does the Family Report 
 Special Circumstances? 

 
oThe FAFSA submitted by the family must reflect 
estimated or actual 2011 income figures and current 
asset values (if required). 

 
oStudents and families may have special situations 
including concerns about independency, financial 
hardships or other circumstances.  Ask family to contact 
individual college for next steps.  

 
. 



 

Reminders for Families 
 

o Refer to the actual forms when possible 

 

o Recheck responses before submitting the application. 

 

o Use estimates if tax returns are not completed, but 
remember to update the figures once the tax forms 
are done. If possible, utilize IRS transfer process. 

 

 

  



 

What Has Changed?  

oNo data element changes 

 

oMinor wording changes to some instructions 

 

oApplication materials posted at www.fafsa.gov 

 

http://www.fafsa.gov/


FAFSA on the Web (FOTW) 
 

Resources for Students: 

o Live help (chat) 

o Online help and hints  

o 1-800-4-FED-AID 

 

Three student options for 
applying:  

o Online 

o PDF FAFSA  

o Paper FAFSA 

 

Redesigned FAFSA Home Page 



One Log-in for all Functionality 
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Reconfirmation of Identifiers 
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Select A Password 
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άaȅ C!C{!έ ǇŀƎŜ ς New Student 

o Dynamic messaging 
guides the applicant 
through all phases 
of the application 

experience 

 

o Application Status 

 

o PIN Status 
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FAFSA: Student Demographics 

ÅQuestions about the 
student 

ÅRefer to Section 1 of the 
Worksheet 

ÅThese questions 
determine eligibility for 
federal aid 

Åά¸ƻǳέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
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Student Eligibility Questions 
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Entering the High School Information 

o In 2011-12, the high school 
question was added (Q27)  
 

o Any student that was 
presented the question in 
2011-12 will be presented 
the question again in 2012-
13 and have the 
opportunity to search the 
database with the 
άǎƳŀǊǘŜǊέ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΣ 
to see if a code can be 
assigned 
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ά{ƳŀǊǘŜǊέ {ŜŀǊŎƘ /ŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 

o Federal School Code & High School Search 

ÅSearch more user-friendly and logical 

ÅAliases and abbreviations 

ÅU.S. Postal Service standards 

ÅMost commonly selected schools on FOTW 

ÅCommon abbreviations found in database 

ÅCommon alias provided by surveyed FAAs 

ÅCommonly misspelled words 
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FAFSA School Selection 

 o Collects names 
and Title IV codes 
of schools to 
receive the data. 

o /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άŀŘŘέ ǘƻ 
move school to list 

o Select housing 
option for each 
school on list 
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FAFSA Dependency Status 

o Answers to these 
questions 
determine whether 
parent information 
will be requested 
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¦ǎŜ άIŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ Iƛƴǘǎέ ŦƻǊ 5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ 
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The Dependency Questions 
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Legal Guardianship 
Instructions 

oSelect Yes ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
as of today you are in legal guardianship. Also select Yes if you 
Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ 
legal guardianship immediately before you reached the age of 
being an adult in your state. The court must be located in 
your state of legal residence at the time the court's decision 
was issued. 

o Select No if you are still a minor and the court decision is no 
longer in effect or the court decision was not in effect at the 
time you became an adult. 
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Legal Guardianship 

For clarification, the 2012-13 instructions will also include the 
following information:  
 

For this question, the definition of legal guardianship does 
not include your parents, even if they were appointed by a 
court to be your guardian. You are also not considered a 
legal guardian of yourself. 
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Questions About Homelessness 
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Definitions 
ÅHomeless means lacking fixed, regular, and adequate 

housing, which includes living in shelters, motels, or cars, or 
temporarily living with other people because you had 
nowhere else to go.  

 

ÅUnaccompanied means you are not living in the physical 
custody of your parent or guardian.  

 

ÅYouth means you are 21 years of age or younger or you are 
still enrolled in high school as of the day you sign this 
application.  
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Homeless Determination 

o A student is also eligible for homeless youth status 
if he/she meets the homeless definition, but was 
determined to be homeless by the financial aid 
office. 

 

o Students who meet this criteria can use FAFSA on 
the Web ǘƻ ǎŜƭŦ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
/ƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎέ ŦƭŀƎ ƛǎ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ΨоΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ L{Lw 
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Marital Status 

Students can use FAFSA on the Web to update their 
marital status after submission of FAFSA 

ïEFC will not be calculated & Reject 21 gets set 

ïOnly an FAA can override the reject 

ïInstructions have been modified to the following ς 
άwŜǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǊƛǘŀƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƛƎƴ 
your FAFSA. If your marital status changes after you 
sign your FAFSA check with the financial aid office 
at the collegeΦέ  
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Q & A 
 

 

We will now take a short break to 
answer some the questions that you 

have submitted. 
 
 



FAFSA Parent Demographics 

o Must define who is 
parent 

o Marital status will drive 
remainder of questions 
related to the parent(s) 

o Household size and 
number in college are 
not on the worksheet 
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Who is the Parent? 
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FAFSA Financial Information 

o Parent (if dependent) 
and student (and 
spouse, if married) is 
collected in this section. 

o Includes taxable and 
untaxed income 
portions. 

o Worksheet does not ask 
for taxes paid, 
exemptions, or assets 
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Financial Information 

 

o The IRS Data Retrieval 
continues in 2012-13 
beginning February 1, 2012. 

o Also available in Corrections  

o Electronically filed tax return 
information will be available 
from the IRS in 1-2 weeks, 
data from paper tax returns 
will be available in 6-8 weeks. 



Dislocated Worker 
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Benefit Questions 

ÅThese questions help 
determine the type of 
analysis that will be 
done. 

Å2012-13 Auto zero EFC 
requires income of 
23000 or less in 2011 
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Other Income Questions 

ÅTax Paid and Exemptions 

ÅAdditional Income 

ïNote: child support paid 
is a verification item for 
2012-13 

ÅUntaxed Income 

ÅMost items can be found 
on the tax return or the 
W2 forms 
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