Frequently Asked Questions
The Grant

Should we build meeting/planning expenses into the grant? 

Yes, you should build all expenses related to CGS into your planning grant. 

Should we build steering committee meeting expenses into the grant?

Yes.  Steering committee expenses are covered. You will file them as a part of your planning grant or grant expenses.

Does the grant cover refreshments or supplies such as poster board and overheads?

The College Goal Sunday grant will not cover refreshments.  You could seek funds for that expense from local community groups.  However, supplies can be purchased with grant funds.

Can staff be hired with grant funds?

No, staff cannot be hired using College Goal Sunday funds.
The Event

Do you have a checklist of things we need to get and/or confirm from the actual site?

Examples: Overhead projector, screen, janitor services, PA system? 

Yes, there is a manual for site coordinators and session leaders to determine what is needed to plan and hold a successful College Goal Sunday.

Do we have to give a presentation?

No, some sites prefer to just have their volunteers begin working with families.  However, you will want to make sure to provide them with information on scholarships and the next steps after filing.
What special needs should we consider?
You should consider the different languages that are spoken and the need for translated materials.  You should also consider the need for interpreters for the hearing impaired. On your promotional materials, indicate a number people can call if they need these or other special services.
How do we track attendance numbers?

Student/Family survey forms are given to all attendees to complete before they leave. You may also want to have a registration form as people enter that asks for name, high school/college, who attended (parent and student) and zip code to track demographic information.
Are the questionnaires and/or participation evaluations used to select the educational prizewinners?

As the evaluation forms are formatted for scanning they cannot be altered.  However, they can be printed on an 8 ½ x 14 paper with a tear off at the bottom for a prize drawing.

Who pays the fees for the custodial staff and building rental at my site?

College Goal Sunday grants will cover the cost to rent a facility and any personnel needed to operate the facility.  It is always preferred to use a facility that doesn’t carry a charge.

Who should sign the contract for the facility?

Check with your agency on contract signing responsibilities.

Does College Goal Sunday carry insurance?

CGS is an all-volunteer effort with no permanent staff or facility; therefore, we have no insurance.  To date, insurance has not been required to use a facility for the event.

Will someone at College Goal Sunday be able to file my taxes?

No. However, some sites are collaborating with volunteer tax preparation groups to assist families.

Should I still attend if I don’t have completed tax returns?

Yes.  You can estimate your taxes based on last year’s filings or your last pay stub from the prior year.

Are volunteers paid?  

No. CGS is an outreach effort and should be a purely volunteer function.

May we complete the FAFSA for the families?   Should we enter data into FAFSA on the Web?  Is there any liability?

We discourage volunteers from assuming responsibility for families’ financial data and forms.  Liability for data that is entered should rest with the families, not the volunteers.

Is there anyone or any entity that should not be at a site?

There should be no promotional materials for any lender, school, college, military branch, financial services that charge a fee or any other “business” at a site.  This is not an opportunity to recruit or solicit families and students for business or beyond high school opportunity. The purpose of College Goal Sunday is completion of the FAFSA.

May I wear my office T-shirt instead of CGS sweatshirt?

No.  Everyone who is a volunteer should be identified by a common shirt or sweatshirt.

May people from other organizations or offices – such as the Army or those affiliated with scholarships — speak at CGS?

No. Only the person leading the FAFSA session may present to the families attending.  Any acknowledgments of community support should be made by that person.

Are scholarship search agencies allowed to participate?

No.  We don’t encourage outside scholarship search agencies to participate in CGS, nor do we endorse any agency. 
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